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Abstract: Since the Song Dynasty, Lady Linshui in Fujian has gone through the process of creating
gods from human to witch and by witch for god, its belief culture spread continuously with the construction
of temple landscape. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the number of Lady Linshui’s Temple in Fujian
continued to increase, with significant regional differentiation. The growth of temples in Ming Dynasty was
relatively slow, and their spatial distribution was scattered. In the early Qing Dynasty, the growth rate of tem-
ples was especially fast, with the densest in eastern Fujian, forming a clustered distribution pattern centered
on Gutian in Fuzhou, and gradually extended to the northeast in the later period. The landscape pattern of
temples reflects the characteristics of the distribution of beliefs. In addition to the special geographical envi-
ronment, the utilitarian needs based on cultural customs and marriage and childbearing conditions, the re-
gional recognition of belief culture by family organizations, the spread of belief caused by population chang-

es and regional mobility, and the She people's acceptance and integration of the Han faith culture under the
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pressure of the environment are the important factors affecting the change of Lady Linshui belief in Fujian
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
Key words: Lady Linshui belief; historical landscape geography; temple; Fujian; Ming and Qing
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