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From Nature Worship to Observing the Sky and Telling the Time: A Study on the Relation-

ship between Celestial Phenomena and the Origin of Agriculture in Chinese Rock Art
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Abstract: Chinese rock art have many images reflecting the celestial phenomena and the time. It is the im-
portant historical data for studying the relationship between primitive astronomy and the origin of agriculture in
China. Based on the relationship between the celestial phenomena and the origin of rice farming agriculture in
southern China's rock art, this paper investigates the significance of the "Sky Map" in the rock art in Lianyun-
gang for primitive astronomical observation and calendar timing. Then, it explains that the "Celestial Map" in
the northern rock paintings has the characteristics from the primitive belief of nature worship to the budding as-
tronomy, based on the relationship between the "celestial worship" in the northern rock art and the primitive ani-
mal culture. It further demonstrates that the celestial phenomena seen in the Chinese rock art are the reflection of
the simple view of nature that the ancient Chinese ancestors changed from the worship of the celestial images to
the observation of the time, which has the characteristics of the mutual integration of natural belief and primitive
science. So it is of great significance for us to understand the ancient human attitude towards the natural phenom-
enon and understand the origin, development and evolution process of our primitive agriculture.
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