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The Study of Reasons on Change of the Order in the Twenty-four
Solar Terms

XIN Jia-dai CHEN Yi-wen
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Abstract: The concept of 24 Qi, or the twenty-four solar terms, has important guiding significance in
agricultural production, and is also an important part of the traditional Chinese calendar system. It has been
introduced into the earliest existing calendar Taichu-Li as a time standard to calculate the Richan (solar mo-
tion), Yueli (lunar motion) and so on. However, after examining the existing historical literature, we find that
its name and order have changed four times. Since the Eastern Han Dynasty, scholars have been divided on
the opinions of this problem. Taking the calendar as the breakthrough point, and combining with the records
in ancient texts and Chinese traditional calendars, we aim to restore the name and order of the 24 Qi in some
early texts, make clear the relationship between Qizhe (Waking from hibernation) and Jingzhe (Excited in-
sects), analyze the historical evolution of the 24 Qi and the phenomena before and after being introduced into
the Chinese calendar, and then give the reasons for the change of the 24 Qi's order.
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