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A Study on the Land Rent of Zhou Officials in Sun Wu Period

LING Wen-Chao

(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: During the Jiahe reign of Sun Wu, the zhou officials enjoyed preferential land lease (exempt-
ed land) limited to 40 mu, and the land rent implemented a unified standard. The rent of the harvested "two
year conventional limit" irrigated fields (< 40 mu) was 0.585 or 0.586 hu rice per mu, the harvested burn-and-
plant fields was 0.456 hu rice per mu, and the harvested fields beyond 40 mu was 1.2 hu rice per mu. At that
time, there was no diversification of the land rent of the zhou officials, and the convergence of the land rent
of between the zhou officials and commandery and county official officials. The land rent of zhou officials
paid zu tax rice (including burn-and-plant zu tax rice) and shui tax rice, but they did not need to pay limited
rice unless they were sent to be farm officials.

Key words: Sun Wu; the documents of Sun Wu excavated at Zoumalou; Zhou Officials; Land Rent
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