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Water Disorder and its Management in the Ning-Shao Region of the
Republic: A Perspective of the Zhejiang Merchants in Shanghai
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Commerce, Liaoning University, Beijing 100710)

Abstract: The water environment of the Ning-Shao region in the Republic of China was disordered,
with a variety of water problems arising at Dongqian Lake, the Yaoxi River, the Cao'e River and the Hang-
zhou Bay ponds, as well as various forms of water disputes between counties, villages and clans. As the local
elite of the Ning-Shao region, Shanghai-based Zhejiang businessman were involved in water disputes in
Ning-Shao region, but in a way acted as the voice of local public affairs governance. With their roots in the
local community of Ning-Shao region, they have always been close to the bureaucrats and gentry of the re-
gion. In the face of conflicts over the water environment in the Ning Shao region, Shanghai-based Zhejiang
businessman, with the Shanghai Association as their base, played a leading role in the implementation of wa-
ter conservation organisations, the raising of funds for water conservation and the development of water con-
servation regulations through cooperation with local authorities at all levels.
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