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Discussion of the "Ban on Cattle Killing" System in Chinese
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Abstract: The "ban on cattle killing" in the traditional agricultural period is not only an agricultural sys-
tem, but also a long-term national governance strategy based on a holistic perspective. Through the analysis
of institutional history, it can be found that the "ban on cattle killing" originated in Zhou Li at the earliest and
has continued to develop with the needs of national governance. During the evolution, the "ban on cattle kill-
ing" has gone through five historical stages: gestation, formation, strengthening, perfection, and maturity.
Throughout the entire traditional agricultural period, the "ban on cattle killing" has the characteristics of the
unity of etiquette and law, institutional coherence, universal criminality, and ethical flexibility. As an impor-
tant system, the "ban on cattle killing" has multiple values. At the level of agricultural economy, the "ban on
cattle killing" is conducive to the protection of agricultural production means and the promotion of productivi-
ty. From the perspective of national governance, the "ban on cattle killing" is of great value in maintaining the
hierarchy and patriarchal system, stabilizing social order, and consolidating frontiers.
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zation; national governance
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