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Restudy on the Relation between Grain Price and Converted Price
of Monthly Rations in the Nine Edges during Ming Dynasty

SONG Shang-shang

(School of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In recent years, the research pointed out that the regular converted price of monthly rations
in the Nine Edges was consistent with the normal grain price, and the temporary adjustment of converted
price of monthly rations reflected the extreme grain price in the period of famine and war, breaking the mis-
understanding of high grain price in the Nine Edges during Ming Dynasty. However, the relationship be-
tween grain price and converted price of monthly rations in the Nine Edges has changed, and the existing
studies have not to pay attention to the differences in the time and space of the research objects. Based on me-
morial to the throne of Supreme Commanders and Grand Coordinators, it is found that there are two different
measuring units of grain Dou for granary and Dou for market. In the purchase and accounting of grain, the
Nine Edges took Dou for market as the unit, and sergeant monthly rations discount took Dou for granary as
the unit. During the peacetime, the regular grain price was basically the same as the regular converted price
of monthly rations. When the military pressure in the border increased, the grain price generally increased to
1 Qian/Dou, leading to converted price of monthly rations below grain price. During the period of famine
and war, the Nine Edges would temporarily increase the converted price of monthly rations, but it was still
lower than the grain price. This is due to the upper limit principle of monthly rations in the Nine Edges. On
the whole, the grain price in the Nine Edges shows a slow upward trend. From west to east, the grain price
gradually exceeds 1 Qian/Dou, and the ratio of “converted price of monthly rations/grain price” gradually de-
creases, reflecting the process of ethnic migration and military threat transfer in the north.
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