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Immigration and Island Development of Yuhuan
Ting in Qing Dynasty

LUO Cheng

( Department of History / Center for Historical Geography Studies, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632)

Abstract: Yuhuan Island and the surrounding islands have been in a state of being abandoned, and the
Chumen Peninsula abandoned on occasion from 1387 to 1727. With the coastal crisis lifted, a large number
of vagrant living in coastal areas sneaked in and reclaimed the islands. The Qing government finally decided
to abolish the ban on Yuhuan Islands and set up the Yuhuan Ting after the active promotion of local officials.
The immigration of Yuhuan ting mainly came from the Wenzhou-Taizhou prefecture and Fujian-Guangdong
province. Due to factors such as geo-cultural, living habits, occupational differentiation, etc., the spatial dis-
tribution of immigrants presents obvious regional characteristics. The massive immigrants has prompted the
rapid population growth of Yuhuan ting. A lot of water conservancy facilities in coastal area have been built
and the number of fields reclaimed has been relatively close to the previous estimated. The number of villag-
es has more than doubled in the past 150 years and the scale of villages has gradually expanded. The regional
development has shown a trend from the foothills and plains to the mountains and tidal flats. Yuhuan ting has
completed in-depth development before the early years of Daoguang. The immigration and island develop-
ment of Yuhuan ting provides an important reference for us to study the island society in the southeast coast.
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