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The Formation and Promotion of Dense Planting Experience in the
Early Days of the Founding of People's Republic of China: A Case
Study of Hangzhou Jute Planting (1952-1957)
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Abstract: Traditional Chinese have disputes about agricultural planting density. The dense planting ex-
perience formed under the influence of Michurin and other theories was introduced to China as Soviet agri-
cultural experts came to China and was extended to various crops. On the basis of summarizing the high-
yield experience of model workers and typical cooperatives, after experiments, Hangzhou initially formed
the experience of dense planting of jute in 1955. When it was first promoted, farmers resisted dense planting
due to factors such as economic benefits and labor. The establishment of agricultural technology extension
stations and the development of agricultural cooperative movement greatly promoted the extension of dense
planting experience. As a result of actively listening to the practical opinions of farmers, Hangzhou govern-
ment realized that close planting needs to maintain coordination with fertilizers and labor, not to increase the
number of jute plants too much, and put forward more reasonable dense planting requirements. Generally
speaking, the promotion of dense planting experience during this period is relatively safe. Although it has
strong non-economic factors, it pays more attention to farmers' practice, which cannot be denied. However,
the tendency of "the denser the better" contained in the experience of dense planting foreshadowed the emer-
gence of the "great leap forward" in agriculture.
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