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Prehistoric Agricultural Civilization in the Lower Reaches of
the Huai River: On "Cultivated Rice" and Cultivated Rice

ZHANG Min

(Nanjing Museum, Nanjing 210016)

Abstract: The Huai River basin is the origin of japonica-type rice farming in China, and rice farming
remains dating from 9000 to 7000 years ago have been found at the Shunshanji site in Sihong in the lower
reaches of the Huaihe River, and 6600 to 5500 years ago at the Longquzhuang site in Gaoyou. Based on the
observation of rice grain type, it is found that the carbonized rice from 5800 to 5500 years ago has a series of
cultivated rice characters such as no aunting, non-shattering and large grain, which is the earliest cultivated
rice in our country. According to the discovery of the rice remains below the Huai River, the rice agriculture
of our country can be divided into three development stages of wild rice -- "cultivated rice" -- cultivated rice,
and the domestication from "cultivated rice" -- cultivated rice was completed in the lower reaches of the
Huai River, and the agricultural civilization below the Huai River makes due contribution to the origin of
Chinese civilization.
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