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Environment and Technology Choice: The North and South Differ-
entiation of Sericulture Technology in Song and Yuan Dynasties

WANG Hao

(College of History and Culture, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024)

Abstract: Song and Yuan Dynasties were the key period for the north and south of China's ancient seri-
culture technology. Restricted by the ecological environment, North China and Jiang Zhe not only cultivated
mulberry and silkworm species adapted to their own environment, but also had many differences in the spe-
cific technical details of mulberry planting and silkworm rearing and even production equipment. The region-
al characteristics of production technology in the North and South were highlighted, and different sericulture
technology systems were gradually formed. This differentiation is the result of technological choice under
the influence of ecological environment. It not only reflects the interactive relationship between human and
nature, but also is a side of different development paths between North and South since Song and Yuan Dy-
nasties.
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