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Transformation of Spring Wheats into Winter Wheats :
A Key Link for the Indigenization of Wheats

REN Wenjie LIU Xinglin

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023)

Abstract: During the pre-Qin period, the wheat grown in the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow
River was winter wheat or spring wheat is still a controversial academic proposition. Based on modern agro-
nomic knowledge, and the connotations revealed by archaeological materials and historical documents are in-
terpreted comprehensively. There is a new analytical framework maybe could resolve well this controversy.
Firstly, the wheat initially introduced to the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River was springness
and sown in spring, in practice, the springness has transformed winterness and sown in winter. The transfor-
mation has made wheat better adapted to the natural environment of the middle and lower reaches of the Yel-
low River and more stably embedded in the local agricultural structure, which has become an extremely criti-
cal link in the process of wheat indigenization.
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