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Phenology, Shuixun (7Kl ) and Flood-Prevention: Yellow River Wa-
ter Name for Twelve Months and Its Significance in Flood Control
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Abstract: Yellow River "water name for twelve months" (= A 7K % )is a seasonal system of pheno-
logical names reflecting the water status of the Yellow River for twelve months a year. The fluctuations of the
Yellow River have a great impact on the lives of the people along the coast, and are fundamental to the forma-
tion and development of the relevant Yellow River culture. The ancients summarized the corresponding water
name system by observing the changes in the water potential of the Yellow River from the first month to De-
cember, using various phenology and seasonal concepts. This set of water name systems has played a guiding
role in flood prevention and disaster relief and agricultural activities in the lower reaches of the Yellow River.
Since the Ming and Qing Dynasties, as the state strengthened direct management of the Yellow River flood-
prevention, the name "shuixun" ( 7K 7. ) was gradually derived on the basis of the water name for twelve
months, which has become known as the "tao, fu, qiu, ling" (Bt .4k .#K . 7% ) four floods. The government
guides flood-prevention during flood season and arranges river works under the name system of "shuixun".
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