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The Development of Fruit Industry in Late Imperial and Modern
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Abstract: As agricultural products became widely commoditized in late imperial and Modern China,
the relatively high yield of fruit planting attracted more people to engage in specialization, establishing or-
chards in mountains, wastelands and swamps, converting lands from grain growing into fruit planting, and
selling most of the fruits produced to major commercial ports. This characteristic of "alternative agriculture"
was the basic micro-logic of the development of modern fruit industry, which embodied a reform aimed at
improving the income from land management. From late 19th century to 1930s, specialized cultivation in-
creased a lot based on the popularization of introduction and improvement technology. Meanwhile, demands
for Chinese fruits had extended from foreigners in China to domestic and overseas consumers. However, the
development of fruit industry was seriously limited by the lagging storage and transportation technology, and
was impacted by changes in the terms of international trade by 1930s, which indicated there were setbacks
and side effects in the progress of "alternative agriculture".
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