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Study on the Origin, Migration and Domestication of Bottle Gourd
(Lagenaria siceraria)

AN Ting ZHANG Zhiheng

(School of Art and Archaeology, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310012)

Abstract: The past few hundred years have witnessed debates over the origin, spread and domestica-
tion of bottle gourd (Lagenaria siceraria). The domestication of bottle gourd from a global perspective
seems to have been far earlier than the rise of agriculture, which is of great significance to the studies of hunt-
er-gatherers and early plant utilization. Today, the origin of bottle gourd is often argued to be from eastern Af-
rica. The driving force of its trans-regional movement might be either human activities or ocean current.
Some scholars argue that the bottle gourd in Asia may be directly introduced from Africa, while the bottle
gourd in America from Asia due to human activities or directly from Africa by ocean current. The discovery
of modern wild population of bottle gourd in Africa to a great extent contributes to the study of domestication
issue. Thickening fruit shell is considered as an important sign of bottle gourd domestication. The method of
molecular biology has been playing an essential role in some more recent studies concerning bottle gourd.
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