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The Popularization and Management of Alfalfa in Northwest China
during the Han and Tang Dynasties
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Abstract: As an important pasture, since alfalfa was introduced into China, Han and Tang Dynasties at-
tached great importance to its promotion, planting and systematic management. Under the leadership of the
Han Dynasty, alfalfa was gradually extended from Guanzhong to northern counties. The Xuanquan Bamboo
Slips of the Han Dynasty not only kept the record of purchasing and using alfalfa at that time, but also
showed that there were local management activities of collecting, storing and patrolling alfalfa. During the
Wei and Jin Dynasties, alfalfa has been widely planted in the north and south of Tianshan Mountains. Materi-
als such as Turpan documents showed that people paid special attention to the growth and harvest of alfalfa.
In addition, alfalfa was also an important object of forest supply, taxation and labor collection in Western Re-
gions. In the Tang Dynasty, along with the post transportation construction, the Tang Dynasty has formed a
certain system for the management of alfalfa planting, distribution and use. During the Kaiyuan period, a cer-
tain area of alfalfa was planted in the northwest from Turpan in the west to Guanzhong in the east. The exten-
sion and systematic management of alfalfa in northwest China during the Han and Tang Dynasties had an im-
portant impact on the formation of "Han and Tang scene" and the development of agriculture and animal hus-
bandry in China.
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