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Heavenly Kingdom War and Its Effectiveness
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Abstract: After the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom War, a large number of fields were abandoned in sev-
en counties affiliated with Jiangning Prefecture, and agriculture was severely destroyed. It was extremely dif-
ficult to restore the land tax in a short time. Local officials at all levels repeatedly requested tax reduction and
exemption, and launched a tax battle with the imperial court for more than ten years. After Jiangning Prefec-
ture went through three temporary tax reduction stages—exemption, offsetting levies, and reducing the pro-
portion of levies—the amount of water-transport grain tax in Shangyuan and other five counties were re-
duced by 30 percent, and Gaochun and Lishui counties were exempted from the grain tax that should have
been removed four hundred years ago as the land has long been drawn by the flood. All kinds of tax reduc-
tion measures in Jiangning area in the late Qing Dynasty helped the local government to check the wasteland
and reconstitute the tax rules, and also reduced the burden on farmers to a certain extent, and promoted the
agricultural recovery process of reclaiming the wasteland. Distinctively different from Suzhou and Songjiang
areas during the Tongzhi period, Jiangning Prefecture intended to reduce the actual tax, while the tax reduc-
tion process was mainly directed by local officials, with few local gentry or Jiangnan officials willing to par-
ticipate the movement.
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