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Technology and Organization: Differences in the Competitiveness
of the Silk Industry between China and Japan in Late Imperial and
Modern Times

FANG Qianyi
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Abstract: Raw silk was an important export commodity in both China and Japan. Since the Meiji Res-
toration, the Japanese government had implemented the national policy of "cultivating and prospering indus-
tries". With the support of government administrative power and the pursuit of profit from private capital, Ja-
pan had introduced foreign technology and developed local technology, implemented a combination system,
and formed a community of interests between the public and the government, jointly to promote the stable
improvement of raw silk quality and to meet the demand for raw silk in the European and American markets.
Compared to Japan, in the Jiangnan region of modern China, the silk industry still indulged in traditional
technology. Under the rule of small-scale agricultural productien methods, there was a lack of organizational
and joint mechanisms among sericulture farmers. Thus, there was an urgent need for the government to pro-
vide administrative organizational resources support. But modern Chinese governments not only adopted a
policy of natural indulgence towards the silk industry for a long time, but also increased the burden on the
silk industry due to the government's collection of taxes and levies. As a result, there were significant differ-

ences in the competitiveness of China and Japan's silk industry.
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