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The Academic Idea and Method of Ancient Chinese
Agricultural Image Research

WANG Jiahua

(Collaborative Innovation Center of Confucian Civilization, Shandong University, Jinan 250100)

Abstract: Traditional China put agriculture first, and a large number of agricultural images have been
produced, related to agricultural activities in the long-term historical. Currently, research on ancient Chinese
agricultural images has various misconceptions and shortcomings, such as primarily viewing agricultural im-
ages as "historical materials" that can supplement or compensate for the lack of textual information, a lack of
in-depth discussions combining historical "context," and insufficient attention and breadth of research. To
conduct in-depth research on ancient Chinese agricultural images, it is necessary to strengthen interdisciplin-
ary cooperation between history, iconology, art, agricultural history, and other fields. Based on the extensive
collection and organization of images, it is important to conduct an in-depth exploration and analysis of the
origin and development of images, artistic styles, the "context" of creation and dissemination, underlying
connotations, and value. The ultimate goal is to deepen the understanding and awareness of traditional Chi-
nese civilization.
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