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Open Up a New Road: The Attempt of Agricultural
Improvement of Huainan Salt Reclamation Companies during
The Late Qing Dynasty and The Early Republic of
China and Its Contemporary Enlightenment

QIANG Jian

(School of History and Culture, Nantong University, Nantong 226019)

Abstract: In the face of the crisis in the late Qing Dynasty, some people of insight in society paid atten-
tion to the close relationship between agriculture and industry and commerce. As a result, the voice of revital-
izing agriculture is rising day by day. Zhang Jian, an industrialist in the late Qing Dynasty, advocated the de-
velopment of the integration of agriculture, industry and commerce, and put it into practice, developed and
utilized the coastal tidal flat, established the first agricultural joint-stock company in modern China, and mo-
bilized and united a large number of gentry, dozens of salt reclamation companies were established along the
coast of Huainan. Combined with national conditions, these salt reclamation companies creatively integrated
the advantages of Chinese traditional agriculture and western modern agriculture, through a series of distinc-
tive measures, it led the wave of agricultural improvement in modern China. It is an important attempt for
China to change from traditional agriculture to modern agriculture. The experiences and lessons can provide
useful historical inspiration for today's agricultural development.

Key words: the late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China; Huainan; salt reclamation enter-
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