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Dam Preservation and Gate Construction: The Public Opinion Guid-
ance and the Demand for Interests behind the Conflict over the Wa-
ter Conservancy of Xu River during the Republic of China

JIANG Jing

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023)

Abstract: Since the Establishment of Republic of China, the conflict over the water conservancy of Xu
River became increasingly intense, the call for opening dam and constructing gate had been raised repeated-
ly, but had been subsided repeatedly. Under a long-standing system of disaster risk perception, the dam be-
came the object of advocacy, and the government and social elites who control the discourse used the top-
down public opinion guidance to silence the call for constructing gate. The government and social elites were
not only the main constructors of the disaster risk perception system, but also the primary leaders of public
opinion, which was a leading force to a common demand of lake-farmland interests, the government and so-
cial elites in the east areas of Gaochun Dongba and the downstream areas of Li-Yi and Xi-Wu upheld to pro-
tect the dam. However, the west areas of Gaochun Dongba and the south areas of Anhui gave up opening the
dam in order to loose water conservancy organization relationships and disputes over provincial boundary
and lake shoal, causing the grassroots farmers to become the real sufferers of interests behind this water con-
servancy conflict. The failure to transform the dam into a gate vividly demonstrates the response mechanism
to water conservancy conflicts under the control of public opinion by the ruling class of the Republic of Chi-
na, which reflected the complex relationship of interests by various powers from both the government and lo-

cal society.
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