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China's Orange: Dispersal and its Impact on European Culture
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(College of Foreign Studies, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)
Abstract: With the exchange of species between China and the West, orange rose from a local fruit to
a global one, which not only led to "orange mania" among European countries but also profoundly trans-
formed the politics, economy, culture and society in the world. However, compared with heated discussions
on silk, china, and tea, academic circle pays less attention to time and routes of its dissemination, and its im-
pact on European society. The article based on literature, domestic and abroad, makes sure its time and routes
westwards as well as its influence. The overseas dissemination of China's orange experiences an overlapped

and evolved process from being an object of appreciation, an edible fruit, and a medicine to a performative
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ed., The Oxtord Companion to Food. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014: 1662—-1668. Tolkowsky S. Heperides: A His -
tory of the Culture and Use of Citrus. London: J. Bale, Sons & Curnow, Ltd., 1938: 22. Mazzoni, C. Golden Fruit: A Cul -
tural History of Oranges in Italy. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2018: 11.

- 58 -



HE B BLEAEESXIEN S R IRAT

prop. Having entered Europe, China's orange not only enriches the material life of the European, but also
makes aesthetic contributions to their horticulture, painting, and theatre.

Key words: China's orange; dissemination; silk roads; European influence
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