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Organization and Transformation of the Fishermen
Living on Boat in the Tai Lake Area of Jiangsu
(1949—1956)
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Abstract: Before the establishment of the People's Republic of China, there were substantial amount
of fishermen living on boat. The mobility of their life and production manner made them a marginal group
separated from the mainstream society. After 1949, as the objects of social governance, they generally lived in
poverty with little to no education and strong superstition, and were entangled with bandits, which became
difficult and untended areas in social governance. This paper takes the fishermen living on boat in the Tai
Lake area as an example, and sorts out and analyzes the historical context and promotion path of the CPC re-
gime's organization and transformation of the fishermen to reveal the complexity and differences in the de-
ployment of the macro system in local practice. It points out CPC's governance of the boat living community
has always been carried out under the framework of a macro system, and the integrated construction of the
country has been realized by reducing the differences in local practice of the macro system.
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