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"The Fine Varieties of the Godsend ": An Interpretation of "Ju(f:)"
and Supplementary Interpretation of Nuo (% )in Oracle Bone In-
scriptions

SU Chengai

(Institute of History and Culture, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233030)
Abstract: The research and interpretation of the characters for crops in oracle bone inscriptions has al-

ways been an important basic topic in the study of ancient agricultural history. This paper attempts to reveal

that "f2" in oracle bone inscriptions is "&" rather than "%" through the evidence of the history of science and
technology and the history of Chinese language. Based on the study of the characters used for crops in oracle
bone inscriptions and related documents, it can be seen that in ancient times, people attached great impor-
tance to fine varieties of crops, and fine varieties of crops were often given independent names and/or special
characters. The rulers represented by King in Yin dynasty attached great importance to the glutinous crop va-
rieties with low yield but more suitable for wine making. There were many records left in oracle bone inscrip-
tions, which had a distinctive class character.
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