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A Preliminary Study on the Contract Documents of Cattle Raising
in Eastern Fujian

HUANG Zhongxin ZHU Yagian
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Abstract: As an important means of production in agricultural societies, cattle were farmed and traded
frequently, and there are many records in the Min Dong documents about the trading and management of cat-
tle.It is often the case that the deed of pawning or sale of cattle was executed at the same time as the deed of
adoption. The cattle of sale being the prerequisite for the establishment of the adoption relationship and repre-
senting the transfer of the right of disposal; the contract of adoption indicates the division of the right of in-
come right and the right of use. The contracts in the form of "approval" and passing cattle to exchange for
grain and money , its interest rate was higher than the contract to raise, basically eliminating the possibility
of repayment by the cattle owner on schedule, with the nature of hidden sales. As a place of feeding, the cat-
tle bar contract was mainly sold off and occurs mainly between relatives. The Book of the Cattle Society of
Pingnan County clearly shows the organizational pattern and rules of the folk cattle society. The organization
started with cattle protection and gradually became involved in cattle trading and rural financial lending.
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