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The Beginning of Interaction between Farming and Grassland
Civilization from the Perspective of Lower-Xiajiadian
Culture's Economic Life

LI Shuhan

(Minzu Studies College, Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang 712082)

Abstract: After the 4.2ka event, the archeological cultures in the Great Wall area of northern China en-
tered an unprecedented flourishing stage. In this study, the interaction between grassland civilization and
farming civilization in the Great Wall region of northern China is discussed from the perspective of Lower-
Xiajiadian Culture. With the transformation of the economic patterns in western Liao-river, the mixed econo-
my of farming and animal husbandry, which consisted of grain production, raising pigs and dogs, and raising
cattle and sheep around 4.0 ka B.P. to 3.75 ka B.P. Behind the three types of economic patterns, there is a dif-
ferent social division of labor and people with various technical and cultural backgrounds. Through the con-
trol of mineral resources, a cross-regional trade exchange system was established between the Lower-Xiajia-
dian Culture and the surrounding cultures. With the emergence of specialization in animal husbandry in
grassland the Lower-Xiajiadian Culture rely on its resources and geographical advantages, it became the
main intermediary of trade, exchange, communication, and interchange between grassland and farming civili-
zation in the eastern part of the Great Wall area during the middle of the second millennium BC.
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