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Abstract: By late Qing dynasty, the economy of Shanxi province had fallen into decline, leading to
widespread unemployment and hardship in rural area. In the early years of the Republic of China, the Shanxi
provincial government on the one hand implemented social reforms—such as banning opium, cutting
queues, and abolishing footbinding—to transform social customs; on the other hand, it sought to alleviate
poverty and backwardness by developing the economy and improving people's livelihood. Consequently,
Shanxi’s traditional sericulture industry, which had gradually waned in late Qing period, once again received
strong governmental support in the early Republic and became an important means of raising farmers' in-
comes. Under the impetus of these policies, sericulture gradually spread throughout the province, and mod-
ern agricultural science and technology were disseminated, thereby promoting rural employment and increas-
ing household incomes to some extent. However, persistent problems—such as resource wastage, low levels
of autonomy, and an underdeveloped end of the industrial chain—remained unresolved, ultimately reducing
the overall effectiveness of these measures.
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