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The Encounter of Chinese and Western Traditional Agronomic
Knowledge in the Late Ming Dynasty: A Focus on Alfonso

Vagnone's Qijia Xixue((FFFHEW¥))
SONG Yuanming

(Institute of Cultural Heritage and History of Science & Technology, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing
100083)

Abstract: During the late Ming dynasty, missionaries arriving in China introduced a wealth of Western
scientific and technological knowledge. Among these contributions, Qijia Xixue, co-authored by the Italian
Jesuit Alfonso Vagnone (Gao Yizhi) and Chinese scholars in Jiangzhou, Shanxi, encompasses the earliest sys-
tematic introduction of Western agricultural texts to China. The work extensively details Western agronomic
knowledge and techniques, including soil analysis, land preparation and cultivation, hydraulic machinery,
grain storage, and uniquely Western traditions such as lunar-phase-based agricultural scheduling and ad-
vanced animal husbandry practices. To cater to Chinese readers, the authors adapted Western knowledge to
reflect the agricultural realities of Shanxi and broader China, achieving the encounter of Chinese and West-
ern agronomy in the late Ming Dynasty. While the Western knowledge in the text did not directly influence
Chinese agricultural practices due to China’s relative agricultural superiority at the time, it remains a crucial
new source for understanding Sino-Western agronomic exchanges during the Ming-Qing transition.

Key words: Qijia Xixue; Jesuit missionaries; agricultural practices; animal husbandry; Sino-Western

exchange
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