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Analysis of Fishery Production and It's Commercialization in the
Six Dynasties Period

ZHANG Mengmeng LI Wencai

(School of Social Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002)

Abstract: The Six Dynasties period was a crucial time for the development of fishery production and
its commercialization in southern China. On the foundations of fishery production of the Han Dynasty, it has
achieved significant progress, and laid a solid groundwork for the prosperity of fisheries in the Tang Dynasty
and beyond. The advancements in southern fisheries during this period were primarily reflected in the contin-
uous growth of fishing industry and the notable improvement in the fish farming industry. In terms of fishing
industry, although the monopolization of mountains, forests, rivers, and marshes by powerful clans and the
government's measures to encourage state farms promoted the economic development of the south to some
extent, these factors also led to a relatively slow development of freshwater fishing industry. Under these cir-
cumstances, fisheries activities expanded into marine territories. Advancements in shipbuilding technology
and increasing demand for seafood facilitated the vigorous growth of marine fishing industry. As for the fish
farming industry, the diversification of stakeholders and the expansion of aquaculture functions accelerated
its varied development. The rapid growth of fisheries production during the Six Dynasties period further
deepened the commercialization of fisheries. Not only a multi-level fishery market system had been gradual-
ly established, but the form of fishery tax had also transformed from the previous single production tax to a
comprehensive tax covering multiple links such as fishery production, transportation and trading Taxes
evolved from a single production-based levy to a comprehensive system covering multiple stages, including
production, transportation, and trade. This shift signified the transformation of the economic structure of an-
cient southern Chinese fisheries and its entry into a new stage of development

Key words: The Six Dynasties Period; fishing fishery; aquiculture; fishery commodity economy

- 50 -



