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The Recruitment of Foreigners and The Teaching Effectiveness: The
Beginning of Sericulture Education Institution in Late Qing Dynasty

QIU Peiwen

( Department of history, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275)

Abstract: At the beginning of the establishment of Hangzhou sericulture institute, Japanese sericultur-
ists were hired to teach. The appointment of Japanese teachers in China was driven by the needs of both Chi-
na and Japan. As far as the Chinese side was concerned, the appointment of a Japanese sericulturist was a
necessary but practical option for the sericulturist institute due to the shortage of funds and manpower. As far
as Japan was concerned, in order to compete with China in the international raw silk trade, the Japanese gov-
ernment urgently needed to send personnel to China to carry out in-depth research on the silk industry, so it
was striving for the post of silkworm instructor. It was the result of the cooperation between the Japanese
ministry of foreign affairs and the ministry of agriculture and commerce that Japanese silkworm teachers had
come to Hangzhou to teach. Japanese teachers taught sericulture with scientific instruments such as micro-
scopes and temperature and hygrometers, as well as health knowledge. Because the right to operate a school
was always in the hands of local officials, its performance depends on its proper management or not. By com-
paring with Hubei agricultural school, we can see that the excellent school-running results of Hangzhou seri-
culture school were inseparable from the establishment and practice of the school purpose, the strict selection
of students, and the careful public service of the staff.

Key words: Hangzhou sericulture school; Japanese teachers; Hubei agricultural school; late Qing

Dynasty; sericulture education
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