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Returned Hydraulic Experts and the Transformation of Agricultur-
al Water Conservancy Governance in Jiangsu During the Republi-
can Period

ZHANG Zhixiang WANG Weiping

(School of Social Science, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123)

Abstract: During the Republican period, returned hydraulic experts with overseas academic back-
grounds played a pivotal role in the transformation of agricultural water conservancy governance in Jiangsu
Province. Confronted with frequent floods and droughts and the consequent losses in agricultural production,
this group introduced modern hydrological survey techniques and systematic planning methodologies for
drainage and irrigation projects. These initiatives significantly enhanced the disaster resistance capacity of
farmland ecosystems in typical regions, including coastal salt reclamation areas, high-lying uplands and low-

lying rural areas. Meanwhile, they advocated and practiced the concept of scientific governance, promoting
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the transformation of Jiangsu's water conservancy sector from a traditional experience-driven model to a par-
adigm dominated by science and technology. This transformation laid a solid foundation for the construction
of agricultural water conservancy projects during the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression. In addi-
tion, practical projects such as electric drainage and irrigation works and model irrigation experimental sta-
tions effectively addressed the demand for agricultural electricity in rural areas. The governance practice of
these returned experts reflects the localized dissemination and adaptive adjustment of Western modern hy-
draulic technologies in China. It also provides important historical insights for the modernization of China's
water conservancy undertakings.

Key words: Republican period; Jiangsu Province; returned hydraulic experts; agricultural water con-

servancy
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